
io»-n<*br » f rJp^ltion ^pt up from considerations of local
or interest! d parlies ; not juat sprung up\t the Moment, but
by one in conformity with the.j>raetice of the Government
for many years.to appropriate monejffor a work long ago
aurveyed, and to which the attention ofyie Government ha«
tan sjven fjr many yeara, and upon which muph has bran
txj^uoe^ fSr wbioh at* appropriation was made al the last
session/Yet the frWnJrf* the yivei aiij harbor bill expect
ua quietly, and without any opposition, to take it, though we

are not permitted to mtke any amendments. I should like
to hew them say that thia amendment ia improper; I ahould
lika to hear the Senator from Massachusetts, whose constitu-

t enta t^ke uch an interest in the navigation of the ocean and
ci the mismaaijipi, rise and aay whether it ia not material that
the months of the Mississippi should be open, so that the
hundreds and thousands of ships that enter there may do it
with leas danger than they now do. I put it to the chairman
of the Committee on Commerce, (Mr. Hammh,) if the clear¬
ing out of the mouths of the Mississippi ia not of aa much
importance to the ahipa of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and
other places as the clearing out of a bar at St. Louis or at
some of the harbors upon the lakes, which excited so much
ridicule the other day ? Yet so long as they can get appro¬
priations for the East for improvements which they insist
upon, they expect us to vote tilently and let the bill pass.
That ia one objection which I have to this bill.that it ia par¬
tial in its operation, that it is gotten up without reference to
all case*. There are just enough to carry it throogh, as they
suppose ; while others, however just, or proper, or necessary,
have the door shut sgainat them by a majority.

Mr. BRADBURY. If the Senator from Louisiana will
give way, I have a motion to submit, to which I wish to
call the attention of Senators on the other side. It is that
thia bill ahall be laid on the table temporarily, for the purpose
of action upon the civil and diplomatic appropriation billt
with the understanding that thia bill shall be tAen up im¬
mediately upon the passage of that bill. Several Senators
opposed to the passage of this bill have agreed with me that
this bill aball be taken up when that bill pasaea. I now
move that thia bill may be laid on the table temporarily, not
aa a test vote.
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and, being taken, re¬

sulted aa follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Butler, Clemens,
Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, roote, Hamlin, Hous¬
ton, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norm, P«*rce, Soule,
Siur^ivn, Turiiey, and Yulee.'M.
NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,

Cats, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, ot Massa¬
chusetts, Dodge, oi Wisconsin, Dodge, ot Iowa, Ewing,
felch, Greene, Jones, Mangura, Miller, Phelps, Pratt, K»n-
toul, Sebastian, Seward, Smith. Spruauee, Lnderwood, Up-
hara, Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb.31.
So the motion was not agreed to.
Mr. RUSK. I a*k the unanimous consent of the Senate to

suspend action for a moment upon this bill, in order to take
up the bill to reduce the rates of postsge and concur in the
amendments made by the House of Representatives.
Mr. CLEMENS. I object.
Mr. FOOTE. I rise for the purpose of making a motion,

preliminary to which I shall make a last appeal to honorable
Senator*. All must be perfectly satisfied now that this bill
cannot pass. If other gentlemen do not know it I do, and
have told them so before. Various amendments are ye( to be
offered in this quarter of the Senate. I have declined myself
offering any further amendment*, but several honorable Sen¬
ators have matured amendments, the adoption of which they
believe to be indispensable to the perfection of this bill. They
aver to me that they cannot conscientiously vote for the bill
unless it be amended in the manner in which they propose $
and I can assure the 8enate that these gentlemen conceive it
necessary that they should occupy some time in explanation
of their amendments. Under such circumstance*, it being
most obvious that this bill cannot pass, and it being equally
obvious that if the appropriation bills b* defeated it will throw
us into the utmost confusion ; and with a view of getting at
the appropriation bills and passing them, and having treaties
ratified, and nominations acted upon, I move to lay the bill
on the table.
The question being taken, by yeas and nays, resulted as

follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Butler, Clement,
Davit, of Missitsippi, Dawson, Downs, Fooie, Gwin, Hale,
Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norrit,
Pexrce, Rhett, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Yuiee.23.
NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,

Cats, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts,
Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing,
Felch, Greene, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, l'ratt, Kan-
toul, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Under¬
wood, Upham, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb.35.
80 the motion was not agreed to.
Mr. ATCHISON. I have voted for the last time to lay

this bill on the table, on a motion made by a gentleman op¬
posed to the bill. Whenever that motion shall come from the
trienda of the bill, I will vote for it; and I trust no gentleman
of the minority will again make it. I am willing to atay here
until we shall be compelled to adjourn, or until. those gentle¬
men who advocate this bill shall make a motion finally to dis-
poae of K.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. We are ready to dispose of it now.
Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President, I have several amend¬

ments which I shall propose to this bill some time during the
evening. 1 think it is neceatarv, before I propose any amend¬
ment to which my remarks would be restricted, that I should
say something in reply to remarks which have fallen from
friends of the bill. We have been told that there is a minority
here who are determined to defeat the will of the majority. I
do not know whether there is a majority Lr this bill or against
it. Certain it is, that the votes which have been taken are
no indications of it, because some gentlemen who have uni¬
formly voted with the friends of the bill have announced their
determination to vote against the bill iUelf unless it be mate¬
rially amended. The friends of the bill have uniformly voted
down every amendment which has been proposed, and have
voted for appropriations for places the location of which they
did not know. We have been told that we shall assume a

fearful responsibility before the country, if, by proceeding in
' our opposition to the bill, we shall finally defeat the appropri¬

ation bills. Well, if there is any responsibility to attach to

that species of opposition, we have high authority for proceed¬
ing in it. The very member who reported this bill once spoke
out a session. What right has he, then, to complain it we

think proper.to resort to a similar practice ? The very mem¬

ber who reported this bill, and one of its warmest tdvocaies,
pursued, and in time of war, too, the very course which he
is now complaining that we pursue.

So far aa responsibility is concerned, I wish to say that 1

am willing to take my share of it. If any responsibility ia to
rest on me, or the party to which I am attached, I am per¬
fectly willing to lake it. I am willing to go before the coun¬

try with that responsibility, bat I do not choose at the same

time that facts shall be distorted or misrepresented here. I
do not propose that we shall go before the country on false
issues, and that facts shall be falsified. It is known to every
member of the Senate that if these appropriation bills are de¬
feated, it will be done by thoee who have persisted in urging
the passage of thia bill in opposition to every other measure of
beneficial legislation. They had full and sufficient warning.
They were tnld, the very moment the motion was made to

take up the bill, that this would be the probable result. They
have had warning, and they know that nearly one-half of
this Senate in any event ia oppoaed to the paaaage of the bill,
and they know that that half of the Senate would reaort to

any means they could to defeat its paaaage. That is the
ground which we are compelled to occupy. Our objections
to this bill are constitutional. We cannot, so long aa we are

protected by the rules of the Senate, conaent to abandon the
position we have taken, or consent to what we believe a viola¬
tion of the constitution. So far aa I am concerned, I aay I
meant to defeat the bill from the beginning. I mean to de¬
feat it now bv anv means in mr power. I hold myself justi-
fieti in doing 10, and not oaly justified, but I hold that it is
demanded of me, because, by consenting to withdraw my op¬
position, I concent to the pawage of ao unconstitutional bill,
or one which 1 at least believe to be unconstitutional; and,
whether it be so or not, the guilt on my part would be the
same, because, believing it to be unconstitutional, any con¬

sent to its passage implicates me in the passage of it. The
friends of ibis measure koew the weapons which the rules
placed in our hands. They had warning again and again
that if this bill was taken up and pressed, in opposition to all
other measures, the result would be that the legislation of the
country would be stopped. The honoiable Senator from
Kentucky iridulgrd in a complaint about the consumption
of time. I ssk him, and I a-k the Senate, and I uo it
with perfect respect, who has consumed most of the time
of the Senate from the beginning of this discussion up to the
pfeeent time > Wss it by this or the other side of the chain-
tar ' 80 far as I am concerned, I have made but one speech,
and J believe, did not exceed thirty minutes in length.
I have consumed no pert of the time. The friends of the
measure have delayed it up to the present time. They did
not work upon it at a time when we coulJ have contidered it
carefully ; and, if now they attempt to lorce it upon us, they
must expect us to resort to the rules to defenJ ourselves.
We have had daring the discussion on thw bill doom new

discoveries as to Democracy. I .hell mo»e dirtcily to strike
out the appropriation for the Arkaoaaa river, and call on the
.Senator from Arkanaaa to tell me what portion of the Balti¬
more platform, what portion of General Jackaon'a messages,
or what portion of Mr. Calhoun's letter, be can rely upon to

auatain bim in voting lor the improvement of that river, a lit¬

tle stream which rises in the Indian nation, and flows alto¬

gether through tbe State of Arkanaaa, where for three quat-
tera of the way a squirrel can jump from one aide of it to

the other' It is said this is national« that it is sustained and

supported by the principles of the g'eat Democratic party,
and Democrats are called upon to vote for thia measure, and
we ate told that Central Jackson, Mr. Polk, Mr. Calhoun,
and halfa dozen other leaders of the party, in times gone by,
have sanctioned such things. I deny it. Then there are

$60,000 appropriated for tbe harbor at Dubuque. Who ever

beard of a harbor there > There is none. Dubuque is a lit¬
tle town upon tbe upper waters of tbe Mississippi. How is that
appropriation to be justified upon any Democratic principle '

No one has attempted to justify iL I shall read the Demo-

critic creid, and to present the pdMibilitjr of any one moving
to suspend iu reading I will read it myself.
The honorable gentleman proceeded to read at great length

various extracts from the mtssage of President Polk vetoing
the bill for the improvement of riv«r» and harbors.
[A message was received from the Huuw of Representa¬

tives by Mr. Vooiis, their Clerk, announcing that the House
bad passed Senate bill No. 4, entitled an act for the relief of
the American Colonization Society, wihoat amendment.

Mr. UMDERYVOOD. I ask the unanimous c >csent to
move to suspend the 17th joint rute for the purpose of allow¬
ing that bill to be »eni to the President.

Mr. D.WI8, of Mississippi. I object.
Mr. TURKEY. I object.Mr. FOOTE. I object to sending any more bill* unless

they are appropriation hills.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Very well; we can objeet to every

thing else.]
Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President, I have consumed now

something like an hour and a half of the time of the Senate,
and I take it upon me to asaert that better dccirine has never
been promulgated here. I have another speech of about the
same length to make, but, for the purpose of resting my voice,
I believe I will not make it until the bill shall be reported to
the Senate, when I shall make it, contacting the same doc¬
trines, but not quite so well expressed. Before I take my seat
I wish to notice a very significant avowal made by the Sena¬
tor from Kentucky.
He told us that this morning be fought an avowal from o»

a* to whether it was eur purpose to defeat this bill. I did nor
happen 10 he in at the moment, and do not know what lan¬
guage be used ; and I take bis last declaration that he sought
an avowal. For what purpose was that avowal sought? Was
it for the purpose of ascertaining whether this bill would be
resisted, and if so, to Isy it on the table ' His subsequent
conduct has indicated very clearly that was not the purpose.
For what purpose then did he seek the fcvowal 1 1 suppose
the usual and courteous phrase in which to put it is, that he
wanted it to go to the country. Plain men in the backwoods,
however, would call it, an electioneering issue. He sought,
then, an electioneering issue upon this bill. 80 far as I am
concerned he may have it. If he wishes to go to the coun¬

try upon the issue, 1 am willing that he shall do so. I intend
to go to the country upon it, and when this bill is taken up
and examined by the people, when its deformities are exposed
as they will be, when the determination of Senators to vote
down every amendment is seen, I would like to see the part
of the country in which it will be sustained by the honest
yeomanry of the land. We bad an avowal early in the day,
or, if not an avowal, indications that every amendment was
to be voted down, and every amendment that has been offered
has beeB voted down. For the purpose of saving myself the
trouble of making an explanation hereafter, I will state that
when this determination wai manifested, when it was clear
and certain that the friends of the bill intended to force it upon
us in this shape, and resisted the passage of every amendment,
I voted for every one that was offered, and in doing so I did
not thean to commit myself to them, for if every one of ihem
had been adopted I should still have voted against the biH. I
am perfectly willing to take a little rest until this bill is re¬

ported to the 8ena(e, when I shall have another hour and a
half speech to make. I give way to the Senator from
Virginia.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I object.]
Mr. RUSK. With the consent ef the Senator from Ala¬

bama, I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate now to take
up the amendment* of the House (o the cheap postage bill.
The unanimous consent being granted, the Senate proceed¬

ed to consider the above bill. The amendments of the House
to the amendments of the Senate were, on motion of Mr.
Rcsk, concurred in.

There being no objection, the motion was agreed to.
Mr. CLEMENS. I gave notice before I commenced read¬

ing that I had several amendments to propose to thie river
and harbor bill; and first I move to strike out of the following
clause, "for the improvement of tha Mississippi river below
the rapids, the Ohio liver below the falls at Louisville,, the
Missouri and Arkansas rivers, $240,000," the words "and
Arkansas." Upon that amendment I ask for the yeas and
nays. I wish to see how many Democrats will stand on tha
Baltimore platform. I wish to see whether those Democrats
who think they are on Mr. Calhoun's platfoim will vote to
retain that river iu this bill. I want to know what is nation*!
in its character.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mr. BORLAND. I simply desire to call the attention of

the Senate to the vote about to t>e taken. I do not deem it
at all necessary to go into a defence of this appropriation.
The improvement of the Arkansas river has been so long an-

object of public attention, and Congress has so frequently
made appropriations for this purpose, that it is not requisite
now to state its character or defend its merits.
The question being taken on the amendment, by yeas and

nay6, resulted :

YEAS.Messrs. Bright, Clenaens, Daris, of Mississippi,
Dawson, Dickinson, Downs, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason,
Morton, Norris, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Whitcomb, and
Yulee.17.
NAYS.Messrs. Atchison,1 Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber¬

rien, Borland, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Uooper, Davis, of Massa-
chusetts, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing, Greene, Houston, Jones,
Millt-r, Pearce, Pratt, Kuntoul, Sebastian, Seward, Shields,
Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Uphatn, Wales, Walker.29.

So the amendment was rejected.
Mr. DICKINSON. My impression, ha^ been from the

commencement of this struggle, that the appropriation bills ne¬

cessary for the support of the Government should first be acted
upon. I should hold it to be a great misfortune, as well as a

great shame, if the very same Congress who quieted the agi¬
tation which lately existed all over the country, by the pas¬
sage of the compromise measures, should contribute to break
down the very Government which it boasts of having estab¬
lished on a firmer basis. I think it is due to the occasion to pass
the bills necessary to carry on the Government, and then we

may take up this bill. I have been exceedingly anxious that
a portion of this bill should pass, and although it contains
several provisions which are too objectionable to receive my.
vote, I have deemed it proper to keep this bill before the Se¬
nate, in oider to see if it could not be placed in a shape in
which I could vote for it. I have, therefore, voted against
every motion to lay it on the table, and against every motion
to postpone it, because I wished to see whether it ceuld not
be put in a shape that I could vote for it. But it is perfectly
evident now to every one who knows any thing of the temper
of the Senate that the bill cannot pass. Why this struggle ?
Why this boyish.lets than boyish.this childish struggle
over this bill. We ofay as well meet this resistance. Let u»-

lay the bill aaide by common consent and not prolong the con¬

troversy as to who "killed cock robin." Let us lake up and
pass the appropriation bills, and then if there is any more time
left ot my term of official existence, 1 shall be happy to taks-
up this bill, and try to dispose of it. I regretted to bear the
Senator from California call for the yeas and nays on his mo¬

tion, becaute as long as they aa they are called, just so long
this bill will kept up. Let us lay the bill aside, and take up
the appropriation bills.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator from New York tells
us that this bill cannot pass. He tells us that it ia manifest
to every body that it cannot be passed. Now, how does- he
know that until we come to the vote > How does he know
that until we come to a vote on the third reading of the bill ?
It is a prescience which I do not concede to that gentlemen,
aa much aa I admire his sagacity. He cannot tell until we

vote whether it will para or not Then the object is-never to
come to a vote.to the teat. We uave been waiting here fjr
hours to apply that teat to thia bill, and it is because of gantle-
tiemen on the other side that we cannot get the test applied.
They will not allow it to come to a vote, but they fight off,
and as they have made the issue, as that has been their
policy from the beginning, as they have placed themselves in
that position, and as we have been ready, and anxious, and
desirious, and willing to vote ; now, when they have waited
the time of the Senste, I am for meeting them before the
country on the iaaue which they themselvea have made. It
ia their proposal; they have submitted it; they have taken
their course, when we have been mostly silent, ready, anx¬

ious, and desirous to vote, and now they wish to escape the
effects of their own conduct by telling us that we can never

get to a vote, and that it is impossible for the bill to pass, and
they ask us to lay it down so that the business of the country
may go on. S.r, they are the persons that ase defeating the
business of the country. This is the business of the country;
this is the legitmate business of the country. We have a right
to ask them to vote upon it, and I hope thai those who have
remained here, anxious to vote, until this time, will not go
until the bill is pasted. I shall, therefore, call for the yeas
and naya if the motion is made to lay the bill on the table.

Mr. FOOTE. I cannot permit some observations which
have fallen from the honorable Senator from Kentucky to. go
out unanswered. It is not just to us to say that we have
taken the responsibility of defeating this bill or any bill. We
stand before the country in such an attitude that all b>ne»t
men, free from prejudice, will applaud our conduct and con¬
demn the conduct of our adversaries.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I deny it.
Mr. FOOTE. The gentleman denies it, but when he

confesses that be is not able to see that this bill will bede-1
feated, hi* denial ia worth about as much aa his power of
prophecy ; that is nothing. What ia the present state of
things 1 We h»ve said, upon our honor aa Senator*, that
we have conscientious scruples against it.

Mr. JONES. Then vote against it.
Mr. HOUSTON spoke at much length against the bill.
Mr. DAWSON. I occupy a very peculiar situation in

relation to this measure. I am a friend to this Adminutra-
ti«n, « Whig, and have acted so uniformly. I have heard all1
the discussion upon this question, and have had my share in
it, to a limited extent. The grounds upon which I stand in
relation to this measure are theae : Since the year 1844 no
appropriations have been made according to the principle* of
this bill. Seven years, theo, have expired since an appro-
priation has been made. We had taken up the civil and di¬
plomatic appropriation bill, and had made some progress with
it, when this bill was taken up in oppoeition to that, with a
declaration on the part of its friends ihat this measure should
be taken up against every other measure which ia before the

Senate, anJ that if this bill could not pass, every appropria¬
tion bill which wss requisite to auaUio ibe operations of tbia
Government for ibe year should die. The majority did that i

and because we haw opposed it we are denounced.forwhat ?
For opposing a bill which ii waa boldly announced could
not have either an t dotted or a t crossed in it, that the whole
of it should be swbIIjww, and. t|p Senate ahould be mads
nothing but the inatrument in &e>iiands of tbs other branch
of the National Legislature to paas tbia measure. 1 bat was

the position which was assumed, and I opposed it. And
why have done it' I have stated the raeaons. It is, lhat by
rte report of the Secretary o# the Treasury, this Goverpment
is indeb'ed #80,000,000, and that the appropriations for this
session exceed the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury
by fl0,000,f00, and then this bill most be forced upon us

to increase the indebtedneas of this Government, and before
we can carry on these internal improvements the money mutt
be borrowed. And because we db not rally to the standard
of those who believe a national deb* to be a national blessing,
we are said to be opposed to what the best interests of this
count y demand. 1 have taken my poaition on this question,
snd I intend to otand upon it. It ia the course I have pur¬
sued since I entered Congress fifteen years ago. Internal
improvements for national purposes I will sustain ; but wbeo
you propose a measure which is not national connected with
those that are national, and it ie sought to peas the whole
against my well-settled judgment, .1 will resist it.

[The following message was rece ived from the House of
Representatives-by Yocws, their Clerk :

"Mr President: TMe House of UepreKotative* have adopt¬
ed the following resolation: ' |

"JRetohed, That the Clerk, ef this House inform the Senate
that thii House, having disposed of the important business of
lite session, is new read}- to actymani."]

Mr. DAVIS; of Mississippi. I must bring before the Se¬
nate a question which baa been presented and argued before,
but never settled1; -the question ae to the hoar at whieh the
session of Congress terminates. It ia now twelve o'clock,
and if the session has terminated my dutiee have dosed.
There are others-ia the same condition with myself. The
honorable and distinguished*Stnstor from Michigan stated it as
his opinion on a former occasion, and .he sustained it by his
action,, that the session closed' at twelm o'clock at night. I
must coofess I have always entertained -some doubt; my own

opinion is not quitc-clsmr on subject, was not clear when
1 was not interested'; now tbs cta« i» «mo.upon which ( do-
not feei ijuite willing)-to risk asy-owtk judgment, and It ir'not
proper that I should decide, because 1 am a party in7olved.
My te.-wt has expired-if tbe session- hat' closed. I'desire*

therefore;, to know of the Senate whether the session bar
closed or aot ? I submit' the question tothe Senate, therefore,-
whether this Senate cea longer remain' in session ? In order
to put the-question in form, I aow meve that, because tbe
session baa dosed, tha Senate do now adjourn ; and on that
question I ask the yeas and nays.

Mr. FCOTE. I would suggestthat it wooLl be best to con¬
cur in the resolution sent from (he House. I understand that
would be the beat plan. If I may be allowed, I move thafrthfc
Senate concur in the resolution of'the House.

Mr. CASS. Two yeats ago this nigh*,, upon the third of
March, 18491 this queatien was raised. H then stated my
spinion to be that the Coagrees of the United SHates termi-
nates, according to the constitution, at twelve- o'clock on the
night of the ibird of March. My term of service as a Senator
from Michigan expires wSen the third of March expiree.
The question i« when does the third bf March expire ? The'
bills you pass this night will all be signed or the *' third of
March " it w J1 be bo stated,'but it ienot true. They axe net
signed on the third of March; and the very feet shows con¬

clusively that tbe third of Mhrch has terminated, and wi th it
our senice has terminated. You have to resort to a fiction, -

which in fact is a falsehood, ho order to justify holding irven
On that occasion I stated that to be cay opinion and be in&
my opinion, and being decided in my opinion that mj tera i cf
service has expired, I shall eovote* and-after voting shall da
no more business^

Mr. BADGEKi- If we concur in the resototioD from t he
House we only concur in the resolution that the House if
ready to adjourn.

Mr. MASON. 1 object to the resolution, and' I cam* ot
concur in rt because we have not disposed of the import ai it
business of the session.

Mr. HOUSTON I have j jet learnod that <tb» House hi -a

alasost unanimously resolved that they will: not adjourn, an d
that they are compatent to transact business. My own opir i-

ion is, that the Senate will hav^power Co-sit till to morrow i .t
sunset. I think if1 we adjourn on the faurth'oT March, it i is
all that the constitution required-

Mr. DAWSON. 1 do not wish to embamss-the bill t it
all ; but I wish to vindicate the-position'-which I'oocupy. 1 t
has been said that the course pursued by tbe minority her e

wao disorganizing iiHts character, and intended to defeat th e

appropriation bills, with a view to embarrass the Admini«tra -

tion. I deny that any man on this fiobr i» a better friend o f
the Administration than I am: there is not one. We had thi )

oivil and diplomatic appropriation bill up for consideration oi i

Friday, and had progressed in itn Wbenrwe adjourned it re

mained the unfinished business--' hut a- majority carried th< 3

proposition to take op this bill out of its order, and to super .

jede the unfinished business of the preceding day. Thf j t

placed this bill in advance of tba appropriation bills tn order u <

force its passage, and permitted' no amendments to be made ,

either to change its features as it came Asm the House, or U »

add any thing to it. Against ttol I raised my veise; I inter .

posed my objections-* and now they come here ard say w< >

are disorganizing in ihe tendenay of-oca acts, when they a*

jume the position of forcing the Admiaistratioainto the un< -

pleasant extremity af-calling an extra eession. Who is ro .

cpor.jible ? Not tbe opponents-of the riwer and harbor bill. .

not they. I appealed to the Senate to take up the appropria- -

tion bill, and then take up tliia measure, and, if they hat I
p6wer, to pass it. 3 have interposed nomeerare to defca t
this bill. I have resorted to no parliamentary strategy, bu t
bave voted on everjc question presented)! and was prepared t >

do it until the end of the session. Out, for fear it may be sai> i
that my object is to defeat the appropriation bill, .1' will desii t
from the discussion-; but I will say Jo the Senate new, nol -

withstanding any views that I may have, I w&l eit here with i-

out opening my mouth and vote for the passage of every a[ >-

propriation bill, sad for every measure calculated'to> carry o n

this Government.
[A message wc» received from the Bouse of Bepreeentativi >g

by tbe hands of Mr. Youhg,. their Clerk, announcing that tt ie

Speaker had signad sundry aorolled bills.]
Mr. DAVIS, af Mississippi. 1 raised a question of pri' /i-

Iftge for the consideration o? the Senate a short time aince. I
will now send a resolution to the Chair, andnsk that it m ay
be read, in order to bring the subjeet before*tbe body.

Mr. DAWSON. A roeolution cannot be offered wfc.cn
a question is pending.

Mr. DAVISj-of Mississippi. It can aa-a-qpeation of pri¬
vilege. It is a question whether this body ie in seeniou.
or not.
The PRECEDENT. The Cjair will, receive the reso.

lution.
Tbe reso'<4ion was then read .-

Resolved, That the second session of the Thirty-first Gc»-

rtt has dosed by the arrival oT the hour. of< twelve a'clost^
M. of the thinl of March, aad therefore the Senate notify

the House that they are ready to adjouea.
Mr. BADGER. That cannot he consideied a queetionof-

privilege.
The PRE8IDENH The Ghair willmot consider that ae a

question of privilege.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Is net.that a question of.pri¬

vilege ? Then I approach tbe Chair and ask to be sworo in
as a member of the new Congress. That presents the ques¬
tion. [Mr. Davisstepped forward to the President's chair. ]

Mr. HALE. I riae to a question of pstvilege. I object to
the Senator from Mississippi takingany part in the paoceed-
ings of the Senate aa bis term haa expired.

Mr. MASON. The Sanator baa- been re-elected, and has
a right to qualifp.

Mr* HALE. If be qualifies.under tbat re-electien he has
a right; but I object to hie. taking; any part in the proceedings,
it'his term baa expired.

Mr. BALDWIN. 2wish to- inquire whether a.member
elected for tbe thirty-aocond Congress has a right fae.be sworn
in during tbe session of the thiety-fitst Congress.

Mr. BORLAND. I rise to inquire, inasmuch aa the Se¬
nator from Mississippi proposes to take the oeth, if .this be the
first session of tbe thirty-second Congress whictk will entitle
him to take the oath h

The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not feel himself at

liberty to administer the oath to the Senator fxom Mississippi,
as a Senator of the thirty-second Congress. He has already
been sworn aa a Senator of this Congress, and has discharged
bis duties as such, and until the next Confreee he will not
be entitled to take the oath. When this Congress adjourns,
and a new one meets, or if the President calls tbe Senate to¬
gether after tbe close of this session for executive business,
the Senator from Mississippi will be entitled to be sworn, and
not till then.

Mr. HALE. I object to the Senator's appearing.
The PRESIDENT. You have no right to object.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. That brings up the question,

1 think.
Mr. HALE. I appeal from that decision. The Senator

admits, what we all know, that the term for which he was
elected ha* expired < and to ahow that I am not captioua in
my riew*, I will state that I have just been to the Hecretary's
office to examine the returns of electioo, and I looked et the
credential* of the Senator from Mississippi, and I found be
was elected far six years from the fourth of March, 1846.
There have been six fourths of March since 1846, and you
cannot crowd seven of them into six years. We are now in
the fourth of March, 1851, the aix years have expired, and
therefore I object to the Senator's taking pirt in the proceed*
ings. I think thie is a question which I have a right to
raise ss a question of privilege.
The PRESIDENT. If the Senator succeeda in establish-

ing his opinions, the Chair will adjourn the Senate tine He,
for no other Senator will have e right to remain.

Mr. HALE. I know that as well as the Chair, but I can-
oat rsise the question on the whole (ixty-two at once. If
I can ia»a it upon one and establish it, that will settle the
question.

[ A message *u received from (he House of Representatives
by Mr. Yooi#, their Clerk, announcing that ibey bad concur¬
red with the Senate in agreeing to suspend the 17th joint
rule so far M relates to certain bilk of the Senate and the
House.1

Mr. jBRAj)B[JRY.t< Allow me to sqggeet a convenient
mode to settle the quaetion which has been raised. Wesbell
soon have occaaK'n to take a vote by yeas snd nays. Then,
on a gentleman offering to vote, objection being made, the
question will arue whether be baa the right. That is the
convenient mode.

Mr. FOOTE. I think .the first question woaid be as to
the right of the Senator objecting to object.

Mr. DAVI8, of Mississippi. The <;uestion equally involves
the Senator from New Hampshire and myself. It the sea¬
son be at an end, my term ol office has closed ; if it be at sn
end he has no right to act. He haa no more power over me
than I have over him in relation to tbe matter. You must
meet theqneation fairly face to face. Ie tbe session at an end
for not ?

Mr. FOOTS. Is it aot a fact that if thia body were to

adjourn at 10 o'clock to-morrow, it would adjourn on the
.ilh of March r It is trof, as the Senator from Michigan
»eys, that these kills must be signed on the 3d of March ;
they have to import to be of the 3d of March. If they were

signed on the 4th of March, they would be invalid. Are
we auihorned to commit an act of falsification as to our

legislation y

[ message wae received from the President of tbe United
Statev:
Tbe PRESfDETfT. With tbe permission of the Senate

the Chair will state tba.t he has received from the President
of tbe United 8tatee a n otiflcation in tke following words :

To the Hon. .
, St naiorfrom '

,

Sir : Whereas divers and weighty causes connected with
Executive business nesesa »ry to be transacted, create an ex¬

traordinary occasion, re^a iring that Senate be convened, yon
are therefore mwested^. at a member of that body, to attend
a meeting thereof, to beta lden at tlie Capitol, in the city of
Wainington, on the 4th dai of March, instant.

MILLARD FILLMORE.
WASHiwroir, Ma*cit3v 1851.
The President requested me to state that a notification

would be sent to each Senata r as soon as they were prepared.
Mr. DlCKlN80fft Fhoj >e the President will send com-

, missions to thoee of us wbo'ha ve not got them. [Laughter. ]
, The PRESIDENT.- wu* t Is tbe question the Senator
from New Hampshire wishes to be submitted to the Senate
as a privileged question?'

Mr. HALB. I raise a- quo ?tion as to the right of tbe
Senator from Mississippi-' (Mb. .Davis) to participate in the
proceedings.Tbe PRE3IDEWTV He has the same right as any
Senator.

Mr. HALEA I am aware of that; but some individual
case must be selected. I did not it itend to raise the point in
the ease of tbe Senator from SGseL 'sippi, but as to another
member of the Senate; I' am not particular as to the form
in whs*h the question is raisedl I think it ought to be rais¬
ed snd met. To meet tito- question, I move tbot the Senate
adjpum tine die, .and on that motion 3 ask the yeas- and nays.
The yeas snd nays were ordered.
Mr. XHETT.' I beg leave to make an inquiry of the

Pfeeident, if it be-in his power to answer it. 1 understand
that'all tke commissions of Senators that are (in file state that
their term is from She 4th dsy of- March of so ch a year until
th«-4th day of Maseh' of another year, and those-who have
received, like myself; appointments for a limi ted time to fill
a vacancy, have their crmmissfona' filled "until the 4th of
Ma»oh.'T I know that is tbe case with my commission. If
so,.the commission of every Senator on this floor has desig¬
nated'to bin the tinaeof the expiration of his service, and it
la-"until the 4th of March," which I take to 'be tke begin¬
ning of tbe 4th of March. If that is the fact, can the Pre¬
sident' communicate it to the Senate ?*
The PRESIDENT;' The presiding officer is unable to

say how tie commissions of Senators are fille d up in that
respect.

Mr. EyiNG. I have never-had any great difficulty-about
this point. The Senate meets at 1& o'clock on 'the 4th day
of March Then the term commences, and at IV. o'ctaok on
the 4th March it ends, because it must consist of six years.
The President is never inaugurated until the 4th March, at
12-o'clodt.

Mr. >AVIS, of Mississippi. I< rise to a question of: pri¬
vilege, Mid wish the Senate to decide on the subjec t. I-now
object to my friend from 'Indiana' (Mr. Bbiout) voting on
this question. He will be the first Senator called whose
term tea expired, and I object to his voting.

Thf PRESIDENT. Objection is made to the Senator
from Indiana voting on the motion to- adjourn sine die*.on-
the ground that his commission expired at 12 o'clock thia

aiffht- *. . .. ..

Mr. ATCHISON. I object to entertaining; the motion,
or /tutting the question, coming: a» it doe* from the Senator
frsm Mississippi. If the Senator from' Indiana ia not entitled"

vote, most assuredly the Senator from Mississippi is not
entitled to make the motion to exclude him.
Mr. 1AAVIS, of Mississippi. That is a question yet to

bfe settled. D comes after 13, and until you settle the ques¬
tion in my case, it is an open question. I therefore have the
Mine right to object as the Senator from Missouri has to speak*
If the session is at an end* he has no right to address the
Qhair.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The day, as we ordina¬
rily term it, commences at IS o'clock midnight, but I think
in the practice of the Government the political day com*
mences at 12 o'clock noon. There are two modes of com*

puling time ; one, for ordinary purposes, makes thqday begin
si 12 o'clock at night; that, for political purposes, according,
to the practice and usage of the Government, at 12 o'clock
at noon. If that is not so, there has been within your know*
ladge, sir-, and within mine, a great deal of illegal legislation-.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to know whether the mo¬
tion to adjourn sine die is not debatable.
The PRESIDENT. Certainly not.
The 8scrstibt proceeded to call the roll, and when he

called Mr. Bright's name.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, saidir. I object to the Sena¬

tor's voting.
Mr. BRIGHT. I certainly have a right to vote eithd*

under my old commission) or under my new one. If I can¬
not vote under my old commission, I ask to be sworn in.

Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the Senator be permitted
to vote.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suggest that- in order to get an opr
portunity of deciding that question, the question be taken be¬
fore the result is announced, as- to whether my fiiend from
Indiana, is or is not entitled to vote. T submit that he haa-a
right to>vote.

Mr. BADGER. I dssue to ask whether it is the right of
any member of this body. to raise the-question that a gentle¬
man is not a member whose name-is on the roll. If it can
be done this day, it can be-dene any. day of the session, and
every call of the yeas and nays msy be embarrassed with
questions as to whether Senators have a right to vote, and it
may be raised on every member oft the body. I take it that
no gentleman can raise this question. Gentlemen who are
here have been recogniaed as members of this body, and
sworn in, and the queetion cannet be raised as to them. If
it applies to one, it apjdies -to us all.. If the Senator from In¬
diana has no right to vote, none-of us have, and the seeaien
haa closed.

Mr. VOOTE. The honorable 8enator must be greatly
mistaken on that point i Nothing can he more certain than
the right of a memher to challenge an individual who attempts
t» vote an to his authority to do so. Otherwise this- hall
might be filled witba.muliituda-ofstrangers, and a fraudulent
list be thrown on the table, and'if no question could De made,
no objection raisedt.as to the right of any one to vote, the
Senate of the United States might be converted into a large
assembly of unauthorised peneons. There must be some re*

medy for this, some mode of meeting it. The proper point is,
when a gentleman'* name ia oalled and he attempte to *eie«
that k^the proper time to challenge him, exactly aayou would
challenge a junor and ascevtain whether he is competent to
try the cauee. You might as well go on and swear the whole
jury, in excepting the individual challenged, ae. to go on and
call the roll, until the right of a Senator to vote is decided.

Mr. DICKENSON. 1 wish to suggest that time ia too
precious to be wasted in this way.The PRESIDENT* The Chair docs not feel at liberty
to decide any such question. It'does not came within hie
province at aU. The Senator from Indiana ia a Senator in
this Congress. If the Congress is at an end. if ita period has
closed, then of course none of us are Senators so far as votingin this Congress is concerned.' The list of Senatora is made
out for this Congress. Before the clerk calls the roll, there¬
fore, the Chair is not at liberty to strike ofT any one, or de¬
cide that any one ia not entitled to vote. If the Senate de¬
cide so, the Chair would feel bound to adjourn the body.(To the SicaBTAaT.) Proceed with the call.
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and when Mr.

Cass' name was called.
Mr. CAS8 rose and raid : I ana no longer a member of

the Ben ate. I am only a looker on.
The Secre'ary proceeded to call the roll, and when the

name of Mr. Datii, of Misaiasippi, waa called.
Mr. DAVI8, of Mississippi, roae and raid : With the in¬

dulgence of the 3enate I would ray a word. My mind ia not
at all aatisfied with thia question. I am rather inclined to
believe that, aa Waahington on hia first full term waa inau¬
gurated at 12 o'clock the fourth of March, and aa every Pre¬
sidential term haa been for four yeara from that period, and
a« every Senatorial term runa for aix years, the aeaaion maycontinue until 12 o'clock of the fourth of March. But the
weight of very high authority ia againat my opinion. I have
therefore appealed to the Senate for a decision of the ques¬
tion, end they not having given me that decision, I have to
uk to be excused from voting.
The 8«c»**a«t continued the call, and when Mr. MAaon'a

name was called.
Mr. MASON roae and said : I hold in my had a note from

th ^President of the United 8tales summoning me to attend
a m.ting of the Senate oo the 4th day of Match, aa a mem¬
ber of the next Senate, which I understand ia to begin thia day.

I do not consider myself a member of the last Congress, which
expired at 12 o'clock, and therefore I cannot vote.
When the uamea of Mr. Yolks and Mr. Stubskok were

called, they made no response.
The Sicbbtabv having concluded the calling of the roll

the reault was announced u follow* :
YEAS.Messrs. Atchiion, Borland. Chase, Clemens.Foote

Hale, Hhett, and Sftule.g, ^ '

NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Bright,Clarke, Cooper, Davit, ot Muss., Dawson, Dodge, of Wiscon¬
sin, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewipr, Felch, Greene,
Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Jones, Miller, Morton, Norris,
Pearce, Pratt, Rantoul, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields,
Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and Whit-
eomb.3o.
So the motion to adjourn sine die was rejected.
The consideration of the river and harbor bill was then con¬

tinued.
Mr. DAWSON. I would not detain the body by a course

which ia well understood here, but for the purpoae of expe¬
diting what is absolutely necessary to carry on the Govern¬
ment. I trust every member of the body will concur in the
motion that I now make to lay on the table for the present
the river ami harbor bill, for the purpoae of taking up the ap¬
propriation bills.

Mr. EWING. I call for the yeas and naya on it.
The yeaa and nays were ordered.
Mr. MASON. I rite to a question of privilege. I de¬

mand that the Senate Bhall determine whether a new Se¬
nate is now' in session, or whether the former Senate has
expired. I demand, as was formerly done by my friend from
Mississippi, that we shall be sworn into a new Congress of
the United States. It ia competent for the 8enate to decide
that question, and I shall acquiesce in their decision.

Mr. DAVI8, of Massachusetts. I have a very ready an¬
swer to the gentlemen. This is not the body to settle mem¬
ber's qualifications. It is another body, made up of one-third
new member* that is to settle that qoeation.
The PRESIDENT* The Chair cannot undertake to admin¬

ister the oath to any Senator as coming into a new Congress.
This Congress must terminate before a new one commences,
and the Senate have refused by a vote to terminate this. The
Senate of the United States have, on various occasions, con¬
tinued to ait after 12 o'clock of the night of the 3d March, and
several times until the next morning at seven or eight o'clock,
and Senators continued to vote upon all questions as they
arise»up to the time of adjournment. Although the individual
opinion of the Chair would be that the seaaion expired at 12
0 clock at night, the practice has been different, and it is ut¬
terly impossible for the Chair to swear in any member of the
Senate, as in a new Congress, until this Congress adjourns.Mr. MASON. The Senate can alone decide that ques¬tion, and in order to test it, I move that the Senate adjourn.
Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator withdraw the mo¬

tion f
Mr. MA80N. Certainly.
Mr. DOUGLAS. As the Senator withdraws the motion,

1 wish to introduce a resolution to cover the question :
Resolved, That inasmuch as the 2d session of the 31 it

Congress does not expire, under the constitution, until IS
o'eloek ot the 4th March instant, the Hon. Jam. M. Mason,Senator elect from the State of Virginia, is not entitled to
take the oath of office at this time.

Mr. HAMLIN. I move to amend the resolution by add¬
ing at the end of it, " to wit, on the' 4th of March, at one
o'clock A. M." I will state to the Senate in a single word
what this amendment means. The journal of to-day will all
bear date the 3d of March. Now, let us do justice to his¬
tory. Let the resolution show upon its face when it was of¬
fered by the Senator from Illinois, to wit, at one o'clock A.
M. of the 4th of March. Let the journal state that fact. If
that amendment be incorporated into the resolution, it will
ahow the true state of the case. I ask for the reading of the
resolution, as it will read if amended.
The resolution as proposed to be amended was read as

follows:
Resolved, That inasmuch as the second session of the 31st

Congress does not expire under the constitution until 12
o'clock the 4th March instant, the Hon. J'xs. M. Mason, Se¬
nator elect from the State of Virginia^ is not entitled to take
the oath of office at this time, to wit, on the 4th March, at
one o'clock A. M.

Mr. DOUGLA8. In order to avoid discussion, I accept
the amendment of the Senator from Maine.

Mrv BADGER. If the object of tbis propoeition is to as¬
certain whether the session of the Senate has closed, it can
no otherwise be ascertained than by getting the^ opinion of
the Senate upon it. If that opinion is- worth any thing, it
has already been given, because if the session bad terminaU
ed, the only thiRg the Senate could do was to adjourn sine
die. It seems to me then that we are-not called upon to de¬
termine whether this session will terminate at 13 o'clock to¬
morrow, or at what intermediate houn It is sufficient that
the Senate has decided that the session did not terminate at
12 o'clock to-night. That has been decided, and it seems to
me we gain nothing; by this resolution, and I therefore move
to lay it on the table.

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, and they
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows-.:
YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke,

Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge,of Iowa, Ewing, Felck, Gwin, Jones, Miller, Pearoe, Pratt,
Rantoul, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Spruance,. Underwood,
Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whiteomb.27."
NAYS.Messrs. Borland, Chase, Clemens, Douglas,

Downs, Foote, Hamlin, Houston, King, Norms, and Sebas¬
tian.11.
Ho the motion was agreed to.
Mr. YULEE. I rise to a question of privilege. I think

it is desirable this matter should be settled definitively, as it
may be done by a vole upon a very simple resolution* which
I send to the chair. It must be evident to the Senate that
many gentlemen, myself among tbe number,, have feft gome
delicacy as to our right to participate in the proceedings. I
send up a resolution which I have prepared, and l> think if a
vote is now taken upon it, it will decide the matter, and de¬
cide it permanently as a precedent for future action.
Tbe resolution was -read as follows :

Resolved, That, in-the opinion of the Senate, the present
Congress does not expire by constitutional limitation until
meridian of the 4th of March.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. This is not a constitutional
question ; it is conventional. You can fix a day to begin at
one hour or at another. The political day,.a»it has been
fixed, is conventional, and therefore we have a right to call
upon the body to put their own obstruction upon. it.
The PRESIDENT. Tbe Chair considers this is a mat¬

ter appertaining to the discharge of the datieo of Senators,
and therefore it it a question of. privilege.
Tbe resolution offered by Mr« Yvlek was adopted.
The PRESIDENT, t The proposition now is to lay the

river and harbor bill on the table.
The question being taken, by yeai aad nays, resulted as

follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Bradbury, (Siemens, Davis* of Mississippi,

Dawson, Downs, Gwin, Hale, ,Hamlin, Houston, Huntor,
King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pierce,. Rusk, Soule, and
Yulee.18.
NAYS.Messrs. Atchison,.Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland,

Bright, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts,
Dickinson, Dedge,.ot Iowa, Ewing, Greeae, Jones, MiMer,
Pratt, Rantool, Sebastian,.Seward, Shialds>Sn»ith, Spruance,Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker,, and Whitoorab.
So the motion was not agreed to.
Mr. MASON, when his name was- called, rose anil said :

Tbe Senate having decided that this Congress does sot ex-

pire until lflt o'clock this day, I shall vote.
Mr. 8041I.E. I propose to amend the bill by aiding at

the end of it the following :
And be-itfurther enacted, That the Secretary of ike Trea¬

sury be repaired to have prepared at the Treasury, and pub¬
lished within ninety daya after tbe adjournment ofeach session
of Congress, in the papers which print the public laws ot tbe
United States, tabular statements oontaining tha following
items of informatioa,. the amount of money appropriated du¬
ring the said aeasion of Congress to ea£h State or Territory, or
the citiaens thereof, to ».»«

First For fortieations, arsenal*, hospitals, naval or mili*
tary, and magazines.

Second. For clearing out harbors and rivers, building light¬
houses, piers, breakwatera, or dredging machines.

Third. The amount of compensation allowed to mail steam¬
ers, speciiying the ports where they are registered, and from
which they ply.

Fourth. The appropriations for the relief of eitleena of each
State and Tenritory, on account of private claims.

Fifth. An aggregate statement of the aoatraota made with
the citizens of each State or Territory, for servioes, supplies,
or materials, specifying suob State or Territory.

Sixth. The amount of public lands appropriated to each
State or Territory, or the citizens thereof;
And be itfurther enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea¬

sury be required to present the said information In a con¬
densed form, under the specific heads of the different States
and Territories, that the people of the aaid States and Terri¬
tories may easily understand through such statistics how and
where the public treasure of the country is appropriated and
expended.

Mr. EWING. I rise to a queetioo of order. That amend¬
ment is not in order, as it has no connexion with the suljject
f (be bill.
The PRE8IDENT. The amendment relate" to the ap¬

propriation! contained in the bill.
Mr. EWING. Home portions of it relate to appropriations

for steamboats. There are some portions of it that may be
connected with the bill, bat I chum that the amendment it¬
self, in all ite parts, is not germane to the bill.
The PRESIDENT. That is not for the Chair to decide.
Mr. SOULE. 1 am surprised that a question of order

should bo raised. What is the object of the smendment >

Why, it is to test how far that responsibility, of which so

much hai been Mid daring this debate, will be faced by those
who seem ao willing to assume it at this moment. The
amendment bos for its object to impose upon the Treasury
Department the obligation of bringing to the notice of the
people the true condition of the country, ssa&cted by means
of appropriations such as thoM contained in this bill. And I
have no doabt that all those who have so boldly faced to¬
night the consequences of this bill, will not recede before the
obligation which this amenJment imposes upon 'h** deport.
raent of letting the people know where the evil lies, and how
deep it is. That is my object.

) I am ready to abide whatever share of responsibility I may
| have amiwd, and I predicated the courae which I have pur-sued on. MMiderationa of expediency. I have been one of
ihoee who have stood up here in opposition to thia bill, and
who were ready to the laat to defeat it, by all the facilitiea
which could be afforded them to aflect that object. But the
opposition which we have directed againat this bill beingfounded upon principles of constitutionality, we were bound
to stand up to and defend those principles which we had
assumed, and to avail ourselves of every means left in our
power in order to crush and bring to tbe ground thoae items
by which the bill before us is made a vehicle of the most un¬
blushing corruptions that were ever attempted under a free
Government. Tbe object of tbe amendment ia to bring to
the notice ofYie people the troe situation of the country with
respect to the appropriations which tbis bill is intended to car¬
ry out, and I hope it will be adopted. I ask the yeas and
nays on the question.
The yeas and nava were ordered.
Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I will not say one word

upon thia subject if there ia a prospect of coming to a vote
now, or if any Benator in oppoaition desires to speak to the
merits of the bill. I desire to come to a decision. 1 beg leave
to say that I think tbe honorable Senator from Georgia (Mr.Dawbov) did not represent the frieada of thia bill eorrectlyand properly in stating that, when it was moved, all thebusiness of the aeaaion, which had priority, was disregardedin order to take it up; and that the frienda of tbe bill declaredtheir determination that every other measure should fail un-le*a this succeeded. I heard no each announcement from anyfriend of thia meaaure, upon thia floor or ekewhere. All theyever aaked was, that there should be a deliberate and fair ex¬
pression of the opinion of the Senate upon the bill. Nor wasthere any diapoettion to preclude the oflhring, discuesion of,and toting upon amendment*. If it had been thair temper to
exercise auch a tyranny over the body, they had not the pow¬
er, nor do I feel that I would be doing justice to the members
of this body who favor the paasage of thia bill to aay that anyof them had any such disposition. It has been said that this
bill was made to overlay other meaauree that had prcedence.What measure was it that had precedence of thia bill *

Mr. FOOTE. The civil and diplomatic bill.
Mr. BELL. I ask the Secretary to atate at what time the

civil and diplomatic .bill was reported to the Senate, and at
what time this bill was reported, so that we may know which
had precedence. I want to know which bill had precedence
according to the regular order of the buainess of the Senate,
as set down in the calendar. I want the Secretary to report
that, and then I want gentlemen to atand by their aseertiona.

Sir, thia bill and the proceedings of the majority in favor
of it have been denounced in every term that gentlemen have
been pleaaed to invent and employ, that may characterize an
improper motive and a vicious measure. I with to test it byfacta, and see if the enemies of the measure can stand before
the country in this course of denunciation on the facts of the
case. They have had twenty-four hours- to expose what they'call the enormities of this bill, and I may say truly that all
the friends of thia bill who haveapoken have not ooccpied more
than two hours ofthat time. Some gentlemen in opposition have
spoken three and four times, and not very briefly either, several
Of them indulging a free discussion of the general principles
and merita of the bill, and others a critical examination of
particular items. I believe the honorable Senator from Georgia,
(Mr. Dawsoh,) who speaks in a tone aa though he acted upon
higher, more disinterested, and patriotic motives than other
members of tbe body, has honored us with his views uponthe subject twice or thrice. He sometimes founded his sug-
geations and remarks upon the real facts of tbe case, but at
other times resorted freely to his fancy and imagination to ex¬
pose what he denominated the enormities, combinations, and
corrupting tendencies of the measure.dwelling with empha¬
sis upon the pecular circumstances under which it is brought
forward. Gentlemen who have spoken two, three, and four
times upon the bill, have been the loudest in complaining that
they have not had an opportunity of examing the bill. Why,
within the twenty-four hours during which it baa been dis¬
cussed, they have had twenty-two hours to investigate the
bill, not in regard to its general principles only, but in regard
to particular and selected items, and thoae which, in their
opinion, they could make the most of before the country as
of questionable propriety, and: not fit to be incorporated in the
bill. I wish to know which measure had priority accord¬
ing to the orders and rules of the business and proceedings of
this body. I want to hear it reported from the Chair at what
time this measure was introduced, and what particular mea¬
sure of a public character it has been made to overlay and ex¬
clude. Let us see whether we, who have been listening so

patiently and voting so consistently to bring this measure to
tbe teBt of a final decision, are to be justly subjected to the
denunciations which have been heaped upon us. Can the
Secretary report at what time this bill was presented to the
Senate? f

The PRE8IDENT. The Secretary will state.
The Secrxtabt. It appaars from the minutes of the

Senate that the river and harbor bill was reported on the 25th
of February.

Mr. BELL. When was it sent from the House and
referred ?
Tbe Secretary' On the 19th of February.
Mr. BELL. When was the civil and diplomatic bill re¬

ceived from the House, and when waa it reported from the
committee '

The Secbetart. It appears from the aignature of the
Clerk of tbe House of Representatives that the bill making
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the
Government passed the House of Representatives on tbe 25th
of February. It was referred) to tbe Committee on Finance
on that day, and reported on the 28th February.

Mr. BELL. So the civil and diplomatic bill was reported
tbroe days after the river and harbor bill was ^ported by the
committee, and notice was given by the honorable Senator
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bivis,) who reported it, that he
would call it up at the earliest moment. But for his disposi¬
tion not to obstruct other important business, he would have
called it up immediately. This bill bad strictly precedence or

priority of tbe civil and diplomatic bill. With what pro¬
priety, then, can it be said that this measure baa been forced
upon the Senate out of order* and made to overlay other
measures which were entitled to be first taken- up ?
How can honorable Senators speak of thia- as a measure

which they have had no time to investigate and discuss *
The general principles of thia- bill have been discussed an¬

nually for twenty years- in succession. I believe the discus¬
sion commenced in 1824^. so that for almoet thirty years, in
(act, the general principles connected with this hill, and their
tendencies, have been familiar to every public man in the
United States. I cannot speak postively as to all the items
of this bill, but most of them are old acquaintances to the
older members of tbe 8enate. They are familiar acquain¬
tances of mine for the laat twenty-five years. Nearly all of
them have been surveyed. Appropriations have been here¬
tofore mode to most of them, and the work partly executed.
This is the nature and history of the measure which ia de¬
nounced as not being sufficiently discussed ; and when the
enemies of the bill have for twenty-two-hours at thia late pe¬
riod of the present session been permitted to diacuss its gene¬
ral features, as well as its details

Mr. CLEMENS. I wish to ask the Senator from Ten¬
nessee, if be tan tell me where tho harbor of New Dela¬
ware- is >

Mr. BELL. I do not know that I am aufficiently acquaint¬
ed with the geography of every section to designate the parti¬
cular locality of every object. I do not knoy that there is
an appropriation for such a harbor in the bill. I do not think
there Is.

Mr. CLEMENS. There iaan appropriation for the har¬
bor of Now Delaware, but my knowledge of geography does
not extend to it »

Mr. BELL. There are harbors provided for in the bill,
of which the Senator might inquire of me the precise loca¬
tion, and which I may be unable to point out or to enumerate
by name.harbors on lake Ontario, on lake Erie, on the lakes
of the northwest, with which I am not sufficiently familiar
to inform him of the precise locality; but I know that nearly
all of them have been examined, surveyed, and reported upon
by officers of the Government, and all of them have been ex¬
amined by the committee.
A single anecdote may illustrate the want of information

on the part of Senators in one section of the country, with re¬

gard to the precise location of many works in other quarters.
even those admitted to b« important. An honorable friend
of mine from tbe North, an excellent gentleman in every sense
of the word, a valuable member of this Senate, and an oppo¬
nent of this bill, insisted that Cumberland island was in the
State of Tenneaeee.

Mr. CHASE. I will say that there is no appropriation in
the bill for tbe improvement of New Delaware harbor. There
ia an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of New¬
castle, Delaware, and I think every body knows where that is.

Mr. BELL. That ia a well known point.
Mr. E WllNG. It was aimply a blunder on the part of the

gentleman from Alabama.
Mr. BELL. 1 mean to say that most of these objects

were old acquaintancee of the senior members of the Senate,
but I did not wish to intimate that I was familiar with every
improvement that is proposed, nor can any Sonator be pre¬
sumed to be so i and it is no argument against the bill that
every Senator is not well informed of the particular merits of
every item contained in it. Tbe objections of tbis character-
exceptions to particular items, which msy appear to be of in¬
ferior importance to others which are sxctoded.-end all com¬
plaints founded upon the fact that some sections of tbe country
have not equal justice done them in tbe partition of the appro¬
priations proposed to be made, are urged without doe reflec¬
tion by the opponents of tbe hill, and without a proper con'
sideration of the real difficoltiee attending any measure of tbe
kind. When a bill of tbis description, whatever may be its
general object or purpose.whether in the Houee or the Sen¬
ate.ie gotton Hp, what Senator, of any large and practical
acquaintance with the business of legislation upon analogoua
subject*.-upon subjects or objects embracing a great variety
of interests.affecting a vast extent of country.whA Senstor
is there tbat ever thinks such a bid entirely just or satisfac¬
tory in sll of its parts f How is it possible to do complete jus-
tipt, or to give satisfaction, to every section or locality >

Honorable Senators here allege that particular sections or lo-


